r

00 much

._._u_..._ much _H.q.:_m*.ﬁ
) 00 Much

L was coming / e _.__. told me to.

to find you. m P o __
,/,. In his office. | you 3&..‘




Hurry!
The Birthmobile
won't wait all day.




¢¢ | can hear the chanting

from 360

of the women who are already in

(Fwarren’s room.

The Wives massage the tiny belly o
| ¢ she's
about to give birth herself.
TN PE

i

-+ -0h, but you've been 50
lucky. Some of them. why,
they dren't even clean.

And won't give you a smile,
mope in their rooms, don't wash
their hair, the smeff 1 have to get
the Marthas to do it almosk have
to hold hep down in the tub

Lhad to take stern
Medsures with mine,
0nd now she doesn't eat
her dinnep properly.

As for the other
thing, not a nibble,
and we've beep
50 reqular.,

o

\.\“a :._a.nmw/_.
[y of that and
khen. .-

The chances are 0n¢ in four,

e _2_1_._& that at the Centre.

The 2ir got £00 fu

cays. radiation, the water swarmed

boxic molecules.

Nat to mention the exploding atomic
pawee plants, along the San Andreas F:
ducing the earthquakes, and the mutant
stedin of syphilis no antibiokic could touch.

?“_ It wis A\

\  a shreager. 4

|. once. of chemicals,

e

What will Ofwarren give birth to? A baby?
Or an Unbaby, with a pinhead or 3 snout like
2 dog’s, or two bodies, or 3 hole in its heart
or no arms, or webbed hands and feet?

There's no telling. They could tell once,
with machines, but that's now outlawed.
What would be the point, anyway?

You can't have them taken out:
whatever it is must be carried ko term.

How could %
they have done |
[ ./!x#.: 3 th ; \

- mm—

sums w ns

PR




Short hair,
freckles.

Are you
__z_r.:u for

Inyane?

There is no paint in
Expel. expel asking about Luke.
expel. _ : !
He wouldn't be where any of these
women would be likely to see him.




| {1 _"_____ _._.___m_____ _ _“__"_;. | j _
%\“___ Ul ,.___ BRI ________ " .m_,.____:_ #_ __j I
Il _J__a__J{ .\m\.j.,..m._,.mﬁ...i,:pf. . __ | .m_. { Jiiih 2L | 1]
_ —/ D hing Stool. __ _ __ ___ . ! |
. ; . ")

life

Commander’s
it’s time...

It's her second baby. She had another
child, once. So she ought to remember
this, what it's like, what's coming.

But who can remember pain, once it's
over? All that remains of it is a shadow,
not in the mind even, in the flesh.

Pain marks ¥ou,

but too deep to see.

Out of sight, out of mind.







A giel, poor thing, but s0 far 50 good, ot least
there's nothing wrong with it, that can be seen.

Hands, feet, eyes, we silently count,
everything is in place.



m’

. | havt
She did nok say: Because they o
el

- &
' nther wWir:
no memories, of any OLher W

't want

She said: Because they won

things they can't have.




Imagine. Wasting ...H_nu_:; salary. ; (Oh, I don’k know,
their time like that, - ?ﬁna 4 an dround. men seem to have done all right
when they should have been ?_u_m < are they except for themselves, invent
L i u ' i s
doing something useful. m,_a;: ceconds worth civilizakion and all.
or
il i =
of half be" W Anyway, ['ve heard

women dre incapable
of abstract thought.

Back then,
the Unwomen were
wiys wasting time.

Isn't she
u_..ca:_.._

B

a

1 had you when | was thirty-seven.
1t was 8 risk, and did [ get shit

from some quarters!

“Birth defect rate & _ &8

1 told her-

You don't know what
we had to g0 through,
Just to get you
where you dre,

¢ I'm entitled. I'm old enough, Look at him, cooking dinner.
ke I've paid my dues. You're still Once upan 2 time you wouldn't
: wet behind the ears. Piglet, 1 have been allowed such a hobby.

ﬁ\x I should have said. They'd have called you queer.

T ieby=five™ L0
232 goes _..._,_u...dh.wm__, Ehirky-ti y
...m,....u. 3 ﬁsw “ww_w.uwﬁnmm % ...knees bent, "
e LR e, 05 lift the pelvis, ro
o - i I %
TN % .L*_K”u W - Nothing. the backsone down.
o S You call it nothing. Tuck. Again.
i You young ﬂg_u_n don't
Fuck that shit. 3 appreciate things.

an drqumeént

over nothing.

{ Fxoe




nﬂ.. ,
=\

Enag

zn_z__n.,.:_.aaﬁ_, va.._a._“_n._nn_._ mac _42_2._1
You wanted 3 women's cu ture. Well, now there

_.m_sn.za:._”:r#n_.__...._umi.__.cw #ax“mﬁ.
Be thankeul for msq_?sﬁnm_

A3ccid 3MONG

\1
g 502 ead her hand [9
24 rdised BE

that nioht, under gur breath, from bed by bed,

us o

ag ko the washroom, .n..ﬁn_._.m _.Ilnm__-_u_mmm...




My presence here is il

1t's forbidden for us to be alone

with the Commanders. We are

for breeding purposes: we dren't
concubines, geisha girls, caurtesans.
\We are bwo-legaed wombs, Ehat's all:
sacred vessels, ambulatory chalices.

¥ Im caught, it's to Serend’s tender
mercies ['ll be delivered. Reclassification.
[ could become an Unwoman.

.”z., b refuse him But there must
Gauld be worse, be something he

o8 DR wants, from me,
3houl who holds

the ras| pawer,

To want is to have 2 weakness.

IEs like a small crack in & wall,
before now impenetrable. If I press
my eye to it, this weakness of his,

1 may be able to see my way clese.




b (BTN T




O

-,
This was once the game of o) Women, \\
old men, in the summens o in retirement
villes, to be played when there v ]

2 5 sn_z..m:m_
g00d on television.

Now, of course, —]
it's something different.

Now it's forbidden, for us.
Now it's dangerous.

F Now it's indecent.
\ V| Now it's something
7 he can't do with his \Wife.




This is like _a__m_._ on 4 m___.r..




Something has changed.
Circumstances have ltered.

1 need to take it seriously, this desire of his.
1t could be important, it could be a passport,
it could be my downfall.




> 1 TOSRES




Oh!
1 thought...

I'll have to bring

: another one. Such a wasts,

B What wis you doing on the 8
Floor like that?

1 B:m_n have
fainted.

It's one of the
early signs!

No, it's nof that.
[ was just dizzy.

|

%u_w give me
8 furn...
P e
At first 1 thought
it was just clothes, liks.
Then [ s2id to myself, What're |
they doing on the .._.3_,“\\..

T

[thought ) |

!
: : 1|
gﬂ.&m youd.../ |
b ’ / |




That was in May. Spring has now been
undergane. The tulips have had their
moment and are done, shedding theie
petals one by one, like teeth.

The Commander and |
have an drrdngement.

L visit him two or three
nights 3 week, always
after dinner, but only
when | get the signal.

15 an old one.
A curio of sorts. I wrucmﬂ
you might like to look ot it.

The signal is Nick.
1f his hat is on
askew, then I go.




1 felt the Commander watching
me 3 | turned the pages. | knew
1 was doing something I shouldn't
have been doing, and that he found
pleasure in seeing me do it.

How about
Your Wife?

reproach.

What's dangeraus in

n
the hands ot the mult [uoes )
i5 53te enough for thoge

whose moktives are, .\\

—

Beyond

understand. Anywiy,
she won't Ealk o me
much any more.

Why do you
have this?

Some of us...
retdin an appreciation
for the old things.

P

We don'f seem o
hdve much in comman,
these days.

"

That's what | was there for,
then. The same old thing.
It was koo banal bo be True.

ik

L —

]




[ .__\..

[ \_Jome what? h
| B A/

Hand lotion, By
Or face lotion. Que
skin gets very dey.

w_ﬁ..,.u
What do you do
about it?

Then we had the irises,
rising beautiful and cool
on their tall stalks, like
blown glass, and the
bleeding hearts, so female

\ 2 -
We use butter.

When we can get if.
..U__.. mMargdring. _....
Eime it's marg

in shape it was a surprise
theyd not long since
been rooted ut. _

I.l“hl!
-lll.l...\|\|.\l

I think I could
get some of that.
But she might smell
it on you.

Don’t do
that again.

That's very clover.
w:—nwn.., .




Iry to touch me
like that. when L)
when she's thers

it [ bakle ik
= are comfartable with

_ & nialen and 1 are more :

”l _H.__—-_u_.u H.“_u_b—_._”_...:..

ther now, we'ré used

"
I._M,ul,_.mlm:lr_.m vary the route; there's nothing
z“._.._ £ 25 long a5 we stay within the barriers.

| i: a maze is free to qo anywhere,

35 long g5 it stays inside the maze.

|| R .,d.'.l-..,.l.w. fiE
— 1 e i [ om
=

I didn't _Jmm: to.
But I find it. ..

You could get me
transferred! To the
Colonies. You know

that. Or worse,

Haw long did
t take you to find
that out?




, . -. ---... :.._
_ = . s paaauRaE S
= ~ R L e sl
o | 1 =" T + T

L LT T

There used to be an ice cream store on this block.

You could get double scoops. If you wanted
they would put chocolate sprinkles on top.

e

Most of the stores carrying things for men ace
still open. It's just the ones dealing in what they
call vanities that have been shut down.

I'd read the names to her so she could choose.

ouldn't choose by the name. though, but by

B 4 overalls were those

the colour. Her dresses a__..w _
colours boo. lce cream pastels:



11 G —
1H ¢ Soul Semols. \\\1|.|

Itsa franchige: !...H\ .
there ace Sou dcralls : ,..u\..ufl \\._
' in m.._m_.,..‘ A\_n.v. _n.nj.._n—aa =
! in Every suburb, o ,,_._\\
! so they say, It must

make a |ot of profit.
| w\

Do you think
God listens to
these ..._u......_f_.-..m.n_tu

for health, wealth. » death, a birth, a sin.

R What the machines print is prayers:
_
_

\m ——m, \:/.rLJLf .\lnll...lu//l\a/ =
(<] Vou pick the one you want, punch in your number

50 your account will be debited, and punch in the [
number of times you want the wauﬂ, repested. F

The machines talk as they print out the T_.Qnﬂ ._.._w.?
2 them, the taneless

#l like, you can go inside and listen to

| metallic voices Rwﬁn_:m_ the same thing over and over,

In the past this would have been a trivial
enough remark. Now it's treason. \We have
crossed the invisible line together.

il o



You can join us

H )







1)

)

Y]

What I fee| is relief
i il
AL r.._,u.v_._ L me,

3

-
=
=4
-
.ﬂ.
i

an even=sfeven trd




In those days e
r__.."mn.. ,J

Y

.~

L
i 2

el N
All those women having jobs: hard to imag
thousands of them had jobs, millions. It wis considered

the normal thing. Now it's ke remembering the paper
money, when they still had that.

ineg, now, but

* S W
e Il

—Q
ol My mother keot some of
| pasted into her scraphook

£ | along with the early photos.

e

SN R N LT R
That was when they suspended the 5:.,::"_..34 b Y

They said it would be temporary. There wasnt
even any rioting in the streets.

PR AT
It was obsolete by then, you
couldn’t buy anything with it.

the time I wis nine or ten

m ukss
T“wg_u._m used plastic cards. E,__n_.,. z

boda i 1

' how they were able £ il
H___Hﬁrwe. ﬁq n_ﬂ_, oll ot gm_ﬂ?”z ¢
anyone knowing beforehdnc: kb
E_w. still been “u_”._.zzu _ﬂgq. |

have been more difficult.

mast

\ 7

L # "
\

Keep calm,
Everything is
under control




I

{ Ple stayed hom

.__u .H. n..wrﬁ..auﬁn?_:m f
50me ﬁ..TDD .

Z o

mr.:.“_.uw._m_,v WEre cen
,l,m.J_u:,; they said
TE..E:» dpproved

= =0reéd angd S0me
I he E_Eo_n_urm
of that, since ;

| &

wltre | ;
Closdd 4

% iy

btgin tp Bppese

* W5 Obvinye Yo 2
i | 2 Yoy S.._..__._.ﬁu.

Hear Bbout the Parnamaris’
* The Feels on |/heels vans
"1 n-Dle Buggies 109

nd Bun

e e—
—_—

4.u_: wiil.
They've been building
_.:n w.u. w_.__u. ]

Yeah. Good
ridddnce.

4} = T = R [

3 _,...ﬂ_ you uum_..q._.._.__mw. ve shut mer_ﬁ result, wWrong redson. M _
,.ﬂ.,r.: che WE.SE.E._U_ We've been B0 And it's not stopping there, |

_m__._n.._._._m_ to get those shit holes You can count on Hebgn m

banned for ages. . ﬁ

| @,

d Fak8 Mﬂ
They're scanning Jdentipasses
at all the bridges now. They're
saying there was another bomo

scare, or something...

.,.
Apive her B

Lisken, Luke, can you 6700 e 1
school tomarrow? 1 k12 *.,H_w“.‘.h.._
Poal's m_...m_:,__a to do ik Bkt

heen 5o MaNY n_mMu_u_u...m?__._nﬁv. ‘

that new elections will be
held, but a government insider
we spoke to said that it would

likely take some time o

prepare for them... a
.&.\r .....\. .
A That sounds reasonable Yeah, of .
. to me, Bob. What many Il ;
course L will. T
£Ying to get rid of it

people don't understand
about planning something
2 at this level is that.

...h-ll.tr —

| | | b Hbogethe i |
E . i5 like i
| shamp oy Mice, uwﬂxr;:muww

L




The next _J.___n:__.__m.. on My wi
the same store for anot

H Wias ".u..‘-—_u'___Jj M

IR R P AV D W Tl NS B F AN SN F

=" The woman

@ P them from

= ...ﬁ..f._q. Bt
LI E

2 in thy
tnsion, You o
rrinean hym

+ dithoygh

ed 50 n.—c_..-_“.

That's ridiculous-
It must be, e got
thousdnds in r1y

account.

x

N e B OTETVE TS

cmmamw

R

How t...__.._




I'm S0rry,
_-F - . d
' Dyl ._“._..‘IJW__(.

L eeally am For what? Lhave to Jof
sorry, : You g0, ﬁ.,..i being
: ; ired? B .
I's the law, i - Mo}
Lhave ¢ o fired
ve [o. H ?u...w wa

let you all go.

They've frozen them. Hine too.

h E E ckadd o
Any account with an F on it instead o
an M. All they needed to do was push
a few buttons. We re cul off.

\Women can’t
¥ But I've qob over hold property any more.
st b e bvo .“_,.u.._gmi dollars It 3 new law. Turned
Just do that. I in the bank! on the Tv today?

You don't understand.
Please g0, now. [ don't

= Husband or
o Luke can use your S
Compucount for you. They ] of kia.

1# there's trouble
the books might be lost.
things will m% broken...

transfer your number to him,
or that's what they say. —

They're But...why? 8

outside, / Ar

If you don't

90 now they'll come Why did they?
in themselves, @
- L4 L o I'll 0 : a4y

i : ; | 0 7 u ung.

m___“_ﬁm none of us understood We looked at one another's faces and saw dismiy- . ut you? ndergroun q ‘
what had happened, there was and a cectain shame, as if we'd been caught doin3 % | e e —

nothing much we could say. something we shouldn't.

[~ ....ad

What was it about this that
made us feel we deserved it?

T

They had ta do it that way.
The Compucaunts and the jobs
bath at once. Can you picture

the dicports, awﬁ“?__"uaa

They don’t want us
ing Anywhere, you
; o”m rmﬁt.“. _n_aw.o




ar radio,
ariv ng nome, .uu:_.w WOrrY,
I'm sure it’s n.m.j..ﬂ,uﬁ:.,.,.._. . .. : . . .

ina had shifted, some balance. [felts
I rris Around me, m;..._?

| is doesn’t mind it ak 2.
_...__u.,._r____._,__w m ! . ._c,.._“_fw..: : _.._w._.__._ ¢

. | t c 's. any more. |
#4ch other. ‘ even bkes it. We are not each other's, any

Maybe he

Tou know [']
1 __..._.u__? take care
of you,

Ireddy he's starting
19 piteonize e,

-
=)
#
2
&




> au.rLI|J We could ook it _._w
™ Its drchaic,

Maybe you could tell What might —
me something I've been that be? —
wondering sbout.

It's a phrase
I remember fram
somewhere, | think
it's in Latin.

That's not real Latin.
That's just  joke.

what sort
of m,h_ar....u.\

A hard to explain why it's
i m”u_nnm_ you know _L.._r:.. We used
Hﬂmﬁm 3|l kinds of things Jike that -

you know how schoolboys are.
%3.”

\ did it mean?
S,

I-JN

Oh, it meant, “Don't let the bastards
grind you down.” [ guess we thought
we were pretby smart, back then,

1 can see why she wrote that. in the
cupbodrd, but I also see that she must
have learned it, here, in this room.
Where else? She was never a schoolboy.

I have not been the first, then.

Did you know

her somehow?

She hanged
herself,
That's why we had the
light fixture removed.
In ”.._E_. room. ..

Serena
faund out.




X1
NIGHT

That's where she was swinging,
just lightly. like a pendulum;
the way you could swing as 8 child,

hanging by your hands fram a branch.

Maybe she's still in here, with me.

Lfeel buried,




URE. Z

X1I

ESBRE |

S

Every aight when Lgo.to bed Ethink, In the morning I will wake up

in my own house and things wi

Il be back the way they were.

It hasn't happened this mornin

g, either.

For
Come over here. )

\,  want you.

,

NS

J

A lot of Wives knit scarves like this, for the Angels
£ the front lines. I can hardly believe the Angels
have a need for such elaborate scarves.

Lneed you to
hold this wool.

|

Sometimas | think these scarves aren’t
sent to the Angels at all, but unravelled
and turned back into balls of yarn, £ be

something to keep the Wives busy, to giv
them 4 sense of purpose.

knitted agdin in their turn. Maybe ,.n.m._rmw

e



S~——— /" Wellthen = e 1
B Tes. L know

S T e e Sl

— f : - 5 . |
= ; . _/ you can't officially.

_ Butit's done. — _

//q_,.n_;_:m v_i\.w y |

\ u\,.,_.._-z._u.... N == .}f.f\_._..m_“_.sm_._. do it .._.....1.._._.;,,..
;, é;m.\ —_—g i ﬁ., ..h__ the time. \.\.\_
\ﬂﬂ.n_ bad. .

Your time's
running ouf.

T

B e

~_~"_ Somedo that.

That's how _u?_.w:_.m:/

did it. The Wife knew, /
.ﬂ_._..lsu.ﬁm..-i)%. —
But it doesn't hav
to be a doctor.

PR IV W i

It could be
someone we frusk,

Does she mean the Commander
or God? Either way it's heresy.

It's only women who can't, who remain :
stubbarnly closed, damaged, defective, / i

I was thinking of Nick.
He's been with us a long
time. He's loyal.

Maybe...
_r__mi._.. you should _.‘Q.
it another wiy.

But what about
the Commander?

Well. We just
won't tell him,
will (m.wx\

Maybe I could get
something for you.
T Something yo

e

}/M .ﬂ.u:ﬂ? i

It's against
the law. You know
the penalty.




She knows where they've put her then,
where they're keeping her. She's known
all along. The bitch, not to tell me,
bring me news, .__.__q. news ot all.
Not even to let on.

Bub I can’t say this.

I can't let g0 of this hope.

f ...__ _.._m__.w../.__

=

Find yourself a match.
They're in the kitchen, |
you can ask Rita for one. |

Tell her | said Ew\

—= |

o
Only the one.
though. We don't

want to ruin your
:2___%

\Jeire off to Ehe Prayvaganza,
to demonstrate how obedient
and pious we are.

| hear that's
where the Eyes hold
o their Tm..:-c....wm.

Wwho told
you?

a

There's a
_u.wu.vr.u_-.n_ i ___

t
—
-
1
\

/
50 you can
.”m__ Who is
nd wha isn'E.

A passward?

What for?

|

A
/

. |

Whatis
L n_._u_._.,_
e
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FFT —

W —

Today is a day of
thanksgiving. A day
of praise. ..

thes on.

our _D_n_
Cqme on, geb your SO
Gt ebant s proyes
r on u_vn.u_....__” of you.

1sm't it too edrly?
ohe “..,_._..._:._.u .2..
home with-

SR NS

Hello...my name’s Janine...
I'm your waitperson far this
marning...can | get you some

It's her
second.

Not counting her gwn,
before. She had an

¢ighth-month miscarriage,

didn’t you know? i

coffee ko begin with? i

3

m_._..:u out
B of it. Janine.

(et back here.
et right back
here!

_H For rm_:m 3
sinful.  /

i




They won't send you to the
Infirmary, so don't even think
about it. They won't mess around
with trying to cure you. ﬂ_ﬁ.,._
won't even bother to ship you
to the Colonies.

You go too far awdy and they

just take you up to the Chemistry Lab
and shoot you.Then they burn you up
ith the garbage, like an Unwoman-
So forget it.




aq...“_jm.u.

been .__m.“_....wu to be

\ ._.:b_n_._u__)._.: ..L_. Ltils

ik

fir however many

L JRars we've bes

doing this.




